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HE shortening days and the falling leaves 
re signs to those of us who are fortunate 
to be workers that the holiday season is 
‘ally over for this year, and that the busy 
r term, with its courses of lectures and in- 
1 duties, has to be entered upon. 
rk, especially for nurses training in institu- 
must not only be practical, but also theo- 
|; the two must go together. In the case 
dical students, some years are given up to 
s before the practical work is entered on, 
have in most to absorb the 
tical part of their training while they are at 
ime time carrying out their daily duties ir 
irds. Some institutions have inaugurated 
liminary training course to help their pro 
ers to acquire at least an elementary theo- 
| knowledge before actually beginning the 
hospital work. It would be well for women 
to take up nursing to study at home the 
nts of anatomy and physiology befor 
ng the profession. 
ry good training school provides courses of 
es for its nurses. An accurate knowledg 
composition and mechanism of the human 
a most useful and necessary aid to in- 
nt nursing. How can a nurse understand 
hemorrhages and their arrest if she has not 
hly mastered the course of the circulation 
ean she jntelligently follow out the doc- 
rections in applying poultices and foment: 
certain parts if she has not learnt the 
of the different organs of the body and 
know the difference between the apex 
of the ? The lectures should be 
ritten out and thoroughly mastered, but 
uld be only the groundwork of the nurse’s 
not the limit. 
lic examinations at stated intervals are 
‘ing-the time of training as a test of the 
ge gained and of the advance made 
mination is by no means a perfect test. 
always an element of either good or bad 
nected with it. Many candidates suffer 
from nervousness that they cannot do 
es justice. Some—and those by no 
ways the best—nurses find it very easy 
ss themselves, while others feel it almost 
ssibility to reply to a question, even 
they may know the answer quite well. 


fact of working up for an examination is 
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a great stimulus, and the wide range that is 
usually taken before the certificate is granted 
gives the nurse a large field for study. It 
always advisable that an independent outside 
examiner should conduct the final examination, 
one who knows nothing of the nurse or what 
tures she has been attending, but who examines 
from the standpoint of what a good, useful, well- 
trained nurse should know, both theoretically and 
practically. 

We would advise nurses working for an exam- 
ination to practise constantly the art of answering 
questions, both in class, if they have the oppor- 
tunity, and also among their fellow-workers. It 
is only by answering and explaining reasons that 
one finds out whether one has really learnt a sub- 
ject, or has merely a superficial knowledge which 
will not bear the test of cross-examination. A 
doctor who can only pay occasional visits has to 
depend a great deal on what the nurse, who is 
with the patient all day, can tell him. If she can 
give accurate and clearly written reports and 
answer questions intelligently she will be an ur 
doubted help and an efficient co-worker 

Thus the mere fact of studying to express her- 
self and to put her observations and knowledge 
into proper form so as to answer questions at an 
examination is an important part in a 
training, and if the art is acquired becomes a valu 
able asset to her when she takes up work on her 
own account 

Though the theoretical and 
should always go together, the former is merely 
aid to the latter. The practical work must 
always be learnt at the bedside The careful 
handling, the skill in lifting, the scrupulous sur- 
rical cleanliness, only daily, hourly work i 
*t with the sick will teach these; no am 
‘tures can do it. 

It is a very good plan for the nurse to kes 
note-book with records of interesting cases sh¢ 
nursed during her training, the course of 
ment, the temperature, diet, &c. To put the 
down clearly and succinctly will he Ip to train the 
ill also be a help when 
another case of the kind is met with 

It will be well for the nurse in her time of train- 
ing, both in her studies and practical work, to 
keep the idea of the examinations before her, not 
as an end in themselves, but as a help and stimu- 
lus to learn all that may be required of her, to 
know what she has learnt thoroughly and to be 
able to express it clearly. 
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t fthe Wor I National Health Asso- 
t hed tl is keenly alive 
ssity n the poorest te 
! way the n ment against 
lt is led to four sections 
sae oad een lins shown speci- 
nidores for th IS patients. Th 
! outa r ti tment are 
Sil s tl Pe) ra n at They 
eft tiv iS poss the comfort 
t wi it the sare til securing 
quantity of light and air ’rotess¢ 
iring in connection with the exhibition 
What the Public can do in the Fight 
berculosis.’’ ‘‘ As regarded nursing 
t was no doubt good in their hospitals 
ld establish sanatoria for the treat- 
Ss aisease, and he would not recom- 
these should be costly buildings 
olition every five or six years would 
nta 2 stri t nurses were angels on 
he would prefer to be a district nurse 
SUPERFLUOUS [KNOWLEDGI 
l advi nm the subjects of lectures and 
r nurses is given in the September 
t! (met 1 National Hospital Re- 
r the | ling of ‘*‘ Eliminate the Super- 
I editor (herself a nurs urges the 
r Ul elimination of at least some of 
ssentials demanded of nurses in some 
st Ly She describes an outline of a 
hirty-seven lectures on anatomy given 
durit their first year ** Eleven 
sicians’ names were attached to this 
thirty-seven lectures, which were all 
ning at 8 p.m Deseribing her own 


ti 


ices the 


‘the 


Ty 


NOTES 


BERCULOSIS 


x] tion in Dublin, which 
his w by the Lord Lieu- 
1, do something to call public 


ravages of this disease, 


lr} Ex) ito! 


nis tne 


who, 


erdeen, 


editor writes, ‘‘ Years ago, when 


writer Was 1n training, 
blastodermic 


en 
I t 


we agonised over such 
membrane,’ proto- 


karyomitosis; over the 


1ese and other important and advance: 





idies were fired at us years ago, just 
being ed at nurses to-day, but in all 
that hav elapsed since, not once ha 
1 instruction been of any real value 

el The doctor who inflicted 

I Oo! is was in the habit of lec uring 
students, and he could not see why 

I I 1 the san ‘ind of instruction. 
s not yet extinct Or superin- 
I rses counted Sev ntv-five different 

tioned by one doctor in one lecture to 
How much of these subjects does 

to know to intelligently care for the 


the 


outcome 
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is 
the theoretical part of the training 
Frencnu Minirary NURSES. 
INTERESTING details of the new movement 
introducing trained nursing into the French A 
are given in a French nursing journal. The « 


lent English Army Nursing Service is cited 

and it is pointed out that the 1 
this must, of course, be 
as to character as well as to trai 
is being tried in a small w 

and the nurses will be unde: 
doctors, and will receive a salary ol 


example, 


chosen tor VorK 


An expe 
Val-de 


multary 


riment 


-arace 


L Vi There being no proper accommodati 
them, they will probably have to live in lodg 
for which they will receive an additional a 
unk of £12 “The school which is to choos 
train the nurses is the Private Nursing Scho 


Vercingétorix, Paris, which has been 1 


wed so adn irably ior some years by Mile. ( 
course this training is not a pertect 
e idea of military nurses is new and wi 
doubt develop on regular lines. 
Tue ScortisH Nurses’ Cius, EDINBURGH 
THE committee of this club have taken a lh 
in ( Edinburgh, and hope to « 
its doors early in December. At present the i 
arranging an entertainment, to be given at 
end of November, to raise funds, fuller pa 
which will be given later. The ain 
the club are social and professional adv 
There will be a tea-room, reading 
room, also a recreation-room. 


+] on 
astie Street, 


lars of 
ment. 
writing 
as the club STOWS, they hope to provide luz 
The club will be open daily 
9 a.m. till 8.30 p.m.; Sundays, 2 till 6 p.n 
is hoped also to get up a few lectures duri: 
winter months bearing on the different bra 
of the profession. Nurses to be 
members—and it is open to all nurses in §$ 
land—may do so by writing to the Secret 
Miss Mabel Halkett, Pilfirrane, Dunfermlli1 
THE SHREWSBURY 
recent terrible railway accident out 
threw a great deal of work 
Infirmary. Clack, the 
Matron, was aroused, and realising the seri 
ness of the situation, immediately called up 
day staff. Every available bed was quickly 
ready, and by the time the injured were br 
in everything was so well prepared that they 
be attended to without loss of time. Ty 
nine patients were brought in, of whom tw 
almost immediately, and fourteen casualties 
Every credit is due to the r 


and bedre Ooms. 


desirous 


ACCIDENT. 

THE 
Shrewsbury 
Salop 


on 


Miss 


also treated. 


dical staff and the Assistant Matron f 
way in which they, and the staff under t 
worked to relieve the terrible sufferings. 1 
the morning is not an enviable moment at 
to have forty-one injured suddenly broug 
1 hospital, and it was only an efficient al 
rganised staff who could deal with it in this 
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ADVANCES IN MODERN 
MEDICINE 
By Francis CavanaGcu, M.D. 
I1.—ORGANOTHERAPY. 

“HE beginnings of organotherapy date from 
‘| the days when it was customary to sacrifice 
to the gods those organs of animals which corres- 
onded to the organs supposed to be affected in 
he patient. Hippocrates, however, was the first 
to translate into practical Greek the maxim “‘ the 

help those who help themselves,’’ and in 


the time of Celsus we find that instead of wasting 
these organs as burnt offerings and so forth, they 
were administered directly to the sufferer: the lung 
of fox, for example, for dyspnoea, hare’s brain for 


rs, wolf’s liver for hepatic disorder, &c. But 
than two thousand years elapsed before even 
‘rudest science of such treatment emerged. 
ern organotherapy is of so recent a com- 


mencement as 1869, and is foreshadowed in the 
statement by Brown-Séquard that “‘ all glands, 
whether having excretory ducts or not, give to 
the blood useful materials, the lack of which is 
perceived when the organs are in any way dam- 


The entirely novel principle so outlined 


was that which we now know and accept as the 
theory of ‘* internal secretions ’’—secretions which 
pass into the system by a process’ of slow absorp- 
tion by the lymph or blood. The particular gland 
wl encouraged the minutest investigation into 


nternal secretions was, of course, the thyroid, 
which in modern man has no direct communi- 
between the peculiar substance fashioned 

ts cells and the general circulation. Yet that 
connection does exist was first definituly 
roved by Reverdin, when he showed the simi- 
arity of the symptoms following operative removal 
gland with those symptoms of the disease 


ilready known as myxcedema. Conviction rapidly 
1d when it was found to be possible to cure 
myxedema by giving thyroid to the sufferer. 
From these facts regarding thyroid has come the 
mpetus which is to-day reflected in the physio- 


logical laboratory, where hundreds of workers 
busy themselves in investigating every organ of 
ly, from the brain to the testis and ovary, 
n the hope that from its hidden secretion may 

tained a principle which can be used to 
rey any defaulting organ. It is, perhaps, not 


th to say that some enthusiasts have 
hoy that the very organs might be dispensed 
wit nd the mystery of the ‘‘ego’’ itself be- 


lependent of such bodily crudities since 

et and hypodermic syringe might take 

‘e! No more, however, than when the 
principles of food were discovered, and 

ind possible to obtain these in most con- 

| form, is it likely that such visions will 
materialise into fact; for the stomach refuses to 
led by the minuteness of meat lozenges, 

body has responded most disappointingly, 

etimes most unexpectedly, to extracts 

s. Indeed, had it not been for the un- 

ible testimony derived from the thyroid 
rganotherapy, so far as it concerns itself 








with the ductless glands, would not to-day be a 
branch of medical science. 

Thyroid.—The investigation of the thyroid 
therefore may be taken as typical; the effects of 
its deficiency are now well recognised in adults 
as impairment of intelligence, and the degenera- 
tion of subcutaneous tissues, resulting in an 
appearance which combines brutishness and 
Bright’s disease, while in children, lacking thyroid 
is exhibited, usually after weaning, by a failure 
in development, bodily and mental, dry, redun- 
dant skin, dry, scanty hair, and enlarged, protrud- 
ing tongue. Minute anatomical examination shows 
that there once existed a duct between the gland 
and the tongue, and this probably accounts for 
the success in these which follows the 
giving of sheep’s thyroid by the mouth, since this 
method is evidently a resuscitation of one for- 
merly employed, though now abandoned by na 
ture. Grafting of portions of the gland beneath 
the skin has not been entirely unsuccessful, but 
has not proved so trustworthy as more direct 
means, and for convenience liquors containing 
glycerine extracts of thyroid, or tablets of the 
powdered gland, are usually employed. The 
active principle, thyro-iodin (so called from con- 
taining iodine) is hardly so efficacious as the ex- 
tracts containing more of the gland materials, and 
possibly the best results are obtained by feeding 
on the fresh whole gland. 

In addition to the more notable employments 
for this substance, such as are at once suggested 
by those conditions where the gland in the pa 
tient is known to be defective, advantage is taken 
of the activity of thyroid in stimulating the energy 
of body cells everywhere to utilise it in hastening 
metabolism as in overcoming un-united fractures 
due to sluggishness of tissue change at the break 
or in rheumatoid arthritis, which also is supposed 
to be due to defective energising; while in the 
threatened convulsions and other renal symptoms 
constituting eclampsia in pregnancy or the puer- 
perium thyroid substance has proved of great 
value by increasing the output and materials of 
the urine, on account again of this same stimu- 
lant action. Naturally, then, it has been im 
pressed to overcome obesity, and in some special 
cases with success 

Parathyroids.—Situated near, or even imbedded 
in, the thyroid at each side of the neck are four 
small glands, the parathy roids, which differ com- 
pletely from that gland in their structure and 
composition. The evidence has not yet been 
satisfactorily worked out, but it is suggested that 
they secrete a material which has a restraining 
influence upon the thyroid, and which nullifies 
the effect of too much thyro-iodin, &c. Deficiency 
in the parathyroids, then, would account for the 
rapid pulse and heart, the muscular tremors, the 
nervousness, and other symptoms of exophthal- 
mic goitre, where the thyroid is unduly active 
as many French observers believe The matter 
is, however, in dispute, and sO, indeed, 
are the precise effects of the internal secretions 
of most other organs, the noteworthy exceptions 
being the suprarenals and the ovaries 


cases 
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Brau From the grey matter of the brain have 
been extracted many substances, such as cerebrin 
d cephalopin, and these have been 
my} l treating 1da10cy epllepsy, tic, and 
U1 i nervous troubles generally. It 
| that j pin, for instance, which 
‘ or ora subst nee I ©) ve oil can 
intag e th f t t lethal dose of strych- 
1 into a guinea-pig d there are 
humat tnesses that such preparations have 
tl We n vy expect t hear more of 
thes« present the evidence 1s some- 
what indefinite | conflicting It is, however, 
lefinit el rll to thi that We may yet 
iptains of our souls so far as these are 

pres nite i by the grey brain cells 
Other Gland Investigations of such glands as 
t | s] thymus, lyn phatie glands, like 
those engaged w placenta, muscles, and nerves, 
} far contributed nothing of value. Even 
! t! t tary body, which is more 
ul ted to be responsib! tor cases of! 
gizantism and acromegaly, no valuable principl 
has been defined After these reverses it is 
lefinitely inspiriting to realise the gain which has 


crued to medicine from the ovaries 

raries.—The result of ovarian medication 
for ovarian troubles is quite comparable in its 
value with the thyroid treatment of cretinism and 
myxcedema It is of particular value when the 
atrophied, or absent 
women with in- 


immature, 


In 


ovaries are 


hrough operation. young 


fantile uterus and ovaries, and accompanying 
obesity, oophorin, am ovarian extract, has pro- 
duced marked improvement during the time of its 
administration. It is well known that after sur- 
gical removal of the ovaries there may ensue 
practically all the symptoms of the menopause, 


the increased fat formation, flushings, nervous 
pains, headaches, and other symptoms. It is 
iral to conclude that a substance which will 


nat 
t 1 artificially induced climacteric will 


bet t the 
also affect beneficially the untoward occurrences 
normal and so it is found, 


of the menopause, 


for both conditions are greatly improved by 
ovarian extract 
It is supposed that the internal secretion of 


the ovary contains a body which is antitoxic to the 
ul other products of bodily metabolism, 
this secretion is also stimulant to blood 
The anemia and chlorosis of girls at 
lack of activity on the 


lormat 
puberty 


on. 
is explained by 
OV iry. 
Though ovarian extracts have proved 
edical value, it is extremely curious that 
testis have been of so 


part of the 

opermin 
to be ot n 
similar preparations of the 


little use that through their failure some fifteen 
vears ago the whole subject of organotherapy 


Poehl, however, 
is introduced a substance into medicine which 

he 1 and which is possibly the fun- 
damental material in both spermatic and ovarian 
tasteless 
and is earrier of 
The that this 

n is responsible for all the oxidations oc- 


f 


threatened to fall into disreé pute 
, . 


imes spermin, 


Ch rl yurless, 


secretions 


liquid 


Spermin is a 
extremely active as a 


discoverer suggests 


—— 





curring in body cells. If such a claim cou 
intiated, then evidently the treatm: 
due to defective oxidation wou 
matter, and would be met DY ¢ 
and so Poehl modestly Says. His s 
ments are not yet proved. 

When it was 
Was caused by 

















SUDUSLI 
all disease 


us mpte 


Suprarenals established 


Isease disease ( 


(\ddison’s di 
ttle capsules surmounting the kidneys, 


at once imagined that by the giving of sup: 
extract this disease would now be cured. 


attempt was a most egregious failure so 

A ddiss but it 

the pharmacope@ia a most useful drug, at firs 
the shape of the extract, and later as adren 
he specific action of adrenalin is in iner 

the tone of all muscle, and by the powerful 

ctions which it causes in arterioles it is in) 


n’s disease was concerned, add 


able in stopping bleedings, as well as in blan: 
areas of skin and mucous membrane for 1 
operations. Combined with cocaine of var 


kinds it has been of great service in producing 


prolonging anesthesia. As will be observed . 
applications are all local. We have not { 
learned how to control it for safety in gen 


] 


administration : knowing, however, so precise 1 S 
we do now its value as a most powerful mus« 
onic, there is little doubt that it will yet be n 
available for the whole body. 

Ferments.—It must not be forgotten that 
the heading of organotherapy comes 
large. group of drugs which owe their act 
to the digestive ferments, and that in using 
pepsin, trypsin, amylopsin, &c., we are using 
active principles of the stomach, pancreas, and 
other digestive glands. The ferment treatment 
(lyspepsia is so familiar, however, that it need 
not be considered. Trypsin has been much 
fore the public lately, on account of its abi 
to digest cancerous material, and there seems 
little doubt that to the same or a similar ferment 
is due the action of the blood on cancer, as dis- 
covered by Bier, and that of extracts of liver cells 
shown by Professor von Leyden. 

The mere recital of the increasing armoury 
organotherapy is somewhat dull, but it must 
realised that in these hidden secretions, if not 
elixir vite, lies the secret of feminine charm 
masculine force, the joys of intellect and 
vigour of the athlete; they give energy to the « 
strength to muscle, power of endurance to 
and mind, and the joy of life to us all. 


under 





One of the earliest physiological observatio1 
garding radium was in respect of its actior 
the skin. It was found that this 
those of the actinic rays of the sun, and 
if prolonged actual destruction of tissue was 
duced. Later investigations seem to show 
radium is not only harmful to the skin, b 
all cell life. Under its influence the deve 
ment of animals is retarded, ferments lose 
power, and red blood corpuscles their ha 
globin. Radium, in short, in its baneful « 
on cell life, seems comparable to z-rays 


resemt l 
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ASEPSIS! 


Oi: a cursory examination of this book one 


thinks it is a mere description of the aseptic 
hnique at the author’s own hospital, and this 
true, incidentally. But it is far more than 
Mr. Harrison is of opinion that, although the 
crobes which may find entrance to wounds 
not all of the same virulence, yet the one 


m of a surgeon should be to exclude all, even 


one which is a normal inhabitant of the 
eper layers of the skin—a staphylococcus, 


hich is often considered harmless. This or- 


nism is the one that gives the most trouble, 
it cannot be removed from the hands by 
y amount of scrubbing, and, therefore, unless 
ves are worn, there is a great risk that it may 
1 an entrance into the wound. 

We are apt, if a case is septic to begin with, 


ther to relax our precautions, but the author 


vs: “‘The patient will have, already, prob- 
ly, as much to deal with as he’ will be able 
negotiate, and it is unfair to him to add even 
few microbes, which may, and most probably 
ll, be of a different species, and so put more 
rk on an already overburdened economy.’’ 

Living as we do in a world of microbes, where 





‘‘Modern Methods for Securing Surgical Asepsis.”’ 
Edward Harrison, F.R.C.S. Published by A. Brown 
1 Sons, Ltd., Farringdon Street. 3s. 6d. net. 


READY FOR OPERATION. 








the air we breathe is microbic, everything we 
touch is microbic, either visible as dust or lurk- 
ing invisibly in the cracks and corners, and we 
ourselves have microbes in our skin, our saliva, 
and often in our breath, it is by no means as easy 
to exclude the whole race, even for a limited 
time, and over a limited area, as might be 
thought. 

Mr. Harrison has for years been experiment- 
ing with and testing his methods, and now places 
before the public those which he believes are 
the most efficacious in this ‘‘war against the 
germ world.’’ He takes up the subject in con- 
nection with the hospital theatre, the hospital 
ward, and the private house—so that all surgical 
nurses will find their own department of work 
minutely described. The chapter on sterilisation 
explains the different forms required for different 
articles, and one wishes that, as ‘‘ all micro- 
organisms can be killed by exposure to heat, if 
that be great enough, and prolonged for a suffi- 
cient time,’’ it were possible to thus sterilise 
the patient and the nurse too! It would save 
much trouble. As this, however, is not 
feasible, the sister in immediate attendance on 
the patient at an operation, after a relative 
sterilisation beneath, is to be entirely covered 
in sterilised garments—as our first illustration 
shows—which are donned only just before the 
operation. The cap is a triangular bandage, 
completely covering the hair, and ‘‘ the veil is 
made of a few folds of gauze through which a 





METHOD OF CARRYING A JUG OF STERILE SALINE SOLUTION. 
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tape is run at the top and bottom. The upper 
tape passes over the lower part of the nose and 
is tied at the back of the neck. The 
tape is tied round the neck under the 
chin The whole resembles the headgear of 
an indian native lady.’’ Long _ indiarubber 
gloves passing over the end of the overall sleeves 
outfit. The mask or veil is to 


ears, and 


lower 


complete the 


prevent the passage of microbes from the mouth 


although the teeth are ordered to be constantly 
washed and a formamint lozenge to be sucked 
to sterilise the saliva! No speaking except in 
an emerg Is allowed 

The surgeon and his assistant are similarly 
protected, as can be seen in another illustration 

and the field of operation is preserved from 
¢ontamination by the patient or anesthetist by 
a Kocher’s which is a sterilised towel 
laid over a piece ot enamelled iron clamped on 
both sides of the table. The nurse does not 
require the cap and veil, as her duties do not 
bring her so close to the wound, although she 
wears a sterilised overall 

We note that Mr. Harrison uses a great deal of 
sterile saline solution during an operation—for 
rinsing the hands—as the gloves should be kept 
wet—-and for the instruments, as well as wash- 
ing over the wound, &c. He also uses pieces of 
Turkish towelling, covered on one side with 
indiarubber, near the wound, or to pack off the 
abdominal contents from the operation area. 

When dealing with asepsis in the wards Mr. 
Harrison lights up many dark corners, which 
conscientious sisters have often grieved over but 


reney 


screen 











MODERN OPERATION. 








could not remedy—as committees, naturally 
enough, are apt to classify as ‘‘fads’’ mam 
loaged-for contrivances. The efficient sterilisa 
tion of baths, of mackintoshes, ward utensils 
&c., are all taken up, and provided for, in a 
thoroughly practical way, and the author con 
siders nurses’ poisoned fingers would cease t 
exist if a universal use were made of gloves it 
ward dressings. 

The third part of this interesting brochure 
that dealing with aseptic operations in privat: 
houses—and a synopsis of the directions is 
printed separately, and can be had for 6d. 
dozen. The kitchen copper is the great featur 
of this part, and our illustration shows the 
method of removing by means of a bandage at- 
tached to the jug and hanging outside the copp: 

a bedroom jug of sterile saline solution—the jug 
only to be touched at the bottom. min 

A pillow-case or linen bag to contain ename! He \ 
bowls, dishes, funnel and tubing, &c., and tie. prou 
securely at the neck, is also utilised, and after by ¢ 
boiling for half an hour is conveyed to the operat- our 
ing-room intact. Mr: Harrison suggests what is year 
already done in London, that a box of sterilised bene 
articles, e.g., bowls, coats, swabs, overalls, <c. beds 
should be taken to the operation. [These are now news 
supplied, together with operating tables, instru- dat 
ment tables, &c., by the Hospital Contracts Co dark 
Ltd., at a small cost, and very much diminis! roon 
the nurse’s labour. V 

We hope that we have given a sufficient indi is de 
cation of the contents of this little book t pita! 
induce our surgical readers to obtain it for them beds 
selves. It will be 3s. 6d. well spent. The prac- stan 
tical carrying out of some of the ideas seems sick 
at first sight somewhat appalling—such as being well 
shut up on a hot day in a theatre, with nm 
windows open, breathing through a thick 
and sucking medicated lozenges, but it is a great 
thing for a nurse to grasp the fundamental prin- 
ciples upon which the whole technique is 
founded, and to appreciate the raison d’étre of 
every detail. 

In another edition, which no doubt will soon 
be called for, we trust a much fuller index will 
be supplied, and a thorough revision of the spell- 
ing be undertaken. The want of care in this oom: 
respect is most unusual—five mistakes on on 
page being noted. Our thanks are due to the 
publishers for kindly allowing us to reproduce 
some of the numerous photographs, which much 
enhance the value and interest of the book. 


roon 


for « 





A FreENcH medical man, who has been investi 
gating the literature bearing on the effect of preg 
nancy on uterine cancer, concludes that this 
invariably baneful. If the when dis 
covered, is still in an operable condition, 
should be removed promptly by one of the mo 
extensive operations. This is necessarily fatal t 
the child unless the pregnancy is approachi: 
term, and when such is the though tl 
children may be saved, all operative measures see} 
equally unfavourable to the mothers. 


disease, 


case, 
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A VISIT TO THE GREEK HOs- 
PITAL IN SMYRNA 
last we have paid our long-promised visit 
A the Greek hospital. Sister and I drove in 
a carriage, accompanied by Dr. Ellefteriadis, who 
had very kindly promised to take us over the 
and show us everything. 







pull 

ow yumped away over the rough and uneven 
stre of Smyrna, and finally arrived at a big 
solid gate, with a small door let into it. This we 
soon discovered led into a big hall with a door on 


the right opening into a church, and one on the 
left leading into the board-room. 
The church is Greek, of course, with beautiful 


carving and gilding and pictures of saints, gifts 
of grateful patients. After looking at the church 


we nt and sat in the board-room for a few 
minutes till Mr. Michel Issaia, the director, came. 
He welcomed us very heartily, and told us he was 
proud of the honour we conferred on the hospital 
by coming. Last year Mr. Issaia paid a visit to 
our | spital—the ‘* British Seamen’s ’’—and this 
year he was able to show triumphantly how he had 
benefited by what he had seen there; he had new 
with wire-wove mattresses, and Doulton’s 
newest sanitary patents, fitted in a most up-to- 
date way; but his greatest work was in turning 
dark old rooms into airy wards or bright operation- 


beds 


rooms. 

Very good work 
is done in this hos- 
pita Over 400 
beds are in con- 


stant use, and the 
clean and 
well looked after. 
The wards open on 


sick are 


i 1 covered bal- 
cony—which runs 
round three sides 
of the main build- 
ing On one side 
there is an ophthal- 
mic operation 
room, with a ward 
for eve cases. Next 
comes &@ small 
operation room for 
septic cases; and 
same side 
as that is the big 
theat and sterilis- 
ing m, all new 
and dern. From 
the « ration rooms 
we ent to the 
v —- men’s 
and surgi- 

ca irds — each 
wenty-seven 

be nd not one 
pty ; in fact, 
tn ere one or 
ty ttresses on 
th loor. Two 
v Ss wards 











were also very crowded, two or three beds having 
two patients each, or a woman and child, or two 
children. The women are attended to by women 
of the servant class, who, being quite ignorant of 
nursing, are never allowed to touch dressings. 
The male attendants are more trusted, and can 
do the general work of the hospital in the way of 
dressings, putting up plasters, &c. 

In the grounds, which are small, are many new 
buildings which have been added since the hospi- 
tal was first built, and two old buildings to accom- 
modate the insane, male and female. There is also 
another building in course of construction for 
lunatics who can afford to pay. There are two 
wards for the aged and infirm, men and women. 
These old buildings are insanitary, however, and 
need to be rebuilt. 

A new wing is nearly finished, with small wards 
for paying patients. This is well built and airy; 
it has its own bathroom and lavatory, and down- 
stairs the secretary has his sitting-room. 

The kitchen is very clean, and one cook and two 
boys are responsible for all the work of this de- 
partment. 

Many major operations are successfully per- 
formed during the year. People come from the 
interior and surrounding islands as patients, and 
one successful case leads others to come for treat- 
ment. H.R.H. Princess Sophie of Greece, who 


is interested in the nursing movement, has done a 





MALE NURSES AT SMYRNA. 
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great deal in starting training schools for nurses, 
and let us hope that in years to come some of the 
ladies she has had trained will find their way to 
this hospital, and will carry on the good work 
that is being done. The Scotch Mission hospital 
also trains young native girls (mostly Jews), but 
they go in for private nursing after finishing their 
training. 

Our visit showed us that the director had his 
whole heart in the work, and was striving to follow 
the example of more advanced countries in the 
of the sick. 


BERCK PLAGE 

ETWEEN Boulogne and Dieppe lies the 

little fishing village of Berck, with its quaint 
old church, surrounded by a churchyard full of 
tokens of the sea-faring folk who have, for gen- 
erations, lived and died within sight of its queer 
‘* pepper pot ’’ belfry. Here are wreaths for the 
dead, so many of whom received no human 
burial, and thanksgiving offerings to the ‘‘ Mother 
of God and the Blessed Saints,’’ for those loved 
ones who returned in safety from the perils of 
the deep, and about a mile away, on the very 
edge of the ocean, where the waves of the At- 
lantic sweep with uninterrupted force, and the sea 
winds blow over immense tracts of sand, lies the 
new town of Berck, the town of yesterday, the 
town on the beach or plage, or, as it is called, 
‘** Berck Plage.’’ 

It is literally a town built on the sands—a town 
which has grown out of the greatest of all needs 
—the need of physical health. Here come the 
children of France, and of other countries, the 
child of the wealthy and the child of the peasant. 
Here is the great Municipal Hospital to which the 
tuberculous children of Paris are sent, and here 
are the cliniques and hotels full of well-to-do 
children and their relatives. Among others is a 
beautiful little hospital, nursed by religious sis- 
ters, where poor children are sent. The chapel of 
this hospital contains a series of pictures, painted 
by an artist in gratitude for the cure of his child. 
The pictures represent Christ looking down from 
His cross on the sufferings of mankind, and are 
not only of high artistic merit, but full of peculiar 
religious feeling and originality of thought. 

Directly after early breakfast the ‘‘ Plage ’’ be- 
comes alive with children (with or without splints) 
who are carried out and laid on the sand, or 
drawn about in spinal chairs by donkeys. If it 
rains there are shelters into which the children 
are carried, or if their ‘‘ clinique’ is near they 
are hurried back there. Occasionally older people 
are seen, young men and women, drawn about 
in the donkey carriages, but for the most part 
the patients at Berck Plage are children. 

We English are apt to regard the French as 
an ‘‘ artificial ’’ nation, but at the seaside, or at 
least at this seaside, the impression one gains 
is exactly the opposite. The young children— 
boys and girls—who are able to run about, dress, 
for the most part, in blue jerseys and knicker- 
bockers, and it is not till you see the way their 
hair is done that you are sure of their sex. In 


care 








the hot weather a large proportion of the popula. 
tion seem to live in bathing gowns, and to see g 
bare-legged young man with an immense towel 
wrapped round him, and shrimping net in | and, 
running to or from the sea, is no uncominop 
sight. 

The native shrimpers are most picturesque, ag 
they trail through the water, pushing their long 
nets before them, or drawing them up and 
emptying them. You see young men and women 
and old men and women up to their arm-pits in 
the water, and you wonder how they can endure 
the cold, and the clinging of their wet garments, 
Near them, in the shallower parts, come the ama- 
teur shrimpers—young men with trousers rolled 
up to their thighs. 

It is a sad place, Plage—with its brown-faced, 
smiling children. They are so happy, so light 
hearted, and yet are fighting such a grim fight 
with so formidable an adversary, all unconsciously, 
unless pain comes to warn them. And the chil- 
dren of the wealthy often think of the children 
of the poor, and send sweets or toys to them. 
They are bound together by a common bond, these 
children—the children of ‘‘ La Belle Franc 

M. M. 
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WomeEN’s SuFFRAGE. ! 


THE 
THe CASE FOR 


HERE can be little doubt that the topic 

which has attracted the greatest attention 
in the public mind within the last few years is 
that of the enfranchisement of women. Before 
that time few, indeed, took any interest in the 
matter, in fact, the mention of it was a thing to 
be laughed down with superior scorn by men 
and to be avoided as something unpleasant by 
women. It was a dream that would probably 
never be realised. Well, it may not be a reality 
yet, but recent events have made the subject a 
very vital one, and ‘‘ The Case for Women’s 
Suffrage ’’ has a large public ready to appreciate 
it. 

The book is made up of articles (four- 
teen in all) by the well-known leaders in 
the movement, and the two addresses delivered 
by Mr. Israel Zangwill at the Women’s Suffrage 
demonstration in Exeter Hall form an appendix. 
The scope and the treatment of the subject have 
been arranged on wide lines. ‘‘ A Pioneer of the 
Movement,’’ by Mrs. Fawcett, LL.D., a study 
of the character teachings of Mary Wollstonecraft, 
is one of the most interesting in the collection, 
with many home truths that unfortunately could 
still find a mark in the present. An excellent 
contribution is ‘‘ Woman in the Past and Future,” 
by Margaret McMillan, in which she traces the 
position of woman in society from early times, 
starting with the woman in the East, then her 
first appearance in Europe in Greek civilisation, 
then in Roman, and later in the Western nations, 
and lastly her position under modern conditions. 
The Trades Union Woman has given her full 


* “The Case for Women’s Suffrage,” edited by Brougham 
Villiers. (T. Fisher Unwin.) 2s. net. 
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ESTABLISHED 1846 


Alkaline—Antiseptic—Makes the 


gums strong and healthy, gives the Nurses’ 


teeth a pearly lustre, purifies the 


breath. What more could you ask e 
of SOZODONT ? Do not ex- Experiences 
One of the most striking features in the ess of 


periment with dentifrices. The us tae Gah Gx cel 1) 
teeth will not stand it. Stand by ie Se , 


; Doctors have prescribed it an l Ne rses “ 
SOZODONT and the teeth will and proved that it will do what other food 
. © is a special prep2ration of meat tract 
stand by you. Post paid 1/- wih albumin end Sbrin; more 


than hom 


Of all CHEMISTS and STORES, and of ee yee iy Lege upte mtygesa agit 


HALL & RUCKEL, ye Spe ad e's tot, waa 


46. Holborn Viaduct, London Here are two cases we have recently heard of :— 
Any trained Nurse, on sending her TYPHOID. 


professional card and a cutting of this Oxo certainly saved the life of a little girl whom I nursed 
advertisement to above address, will through typhoid. She was very self-willed and detested 
a : milk and milk foods. Consequently when taken so ill, we 

receive a full size box of Sozodont were greatly perplexed about proper feeding 
Tooth Powder. The child solved the problem by demanding Oxo “ made 
nice and strong.” So Oxo it was, first in smal! quantities, 
gradually increasing with most satisfactory results Then 
later on I tried it with milk and, strange to say, the patient 

did not object 

Our little patient has returned to school now, fat and 
bonny, still fond of Oxo “made nice and strong.” 
, BouRNBMOUTH. 








SICKNESS FOLLOWING 
OPERATIONS. 








hen I took charge of the ———— Hospital, I first came in 
t with Oxo. We had acase of cut throat. He wa 
beef-tea. We were only a small establishment, so I 


ted Oxo for beef-tea altoget n operation cases with the 
suit that pat ts were ira eve c 

CHEMISTS ae ny fe nat 
oT alte peratior ickn ne away with with Oxo- 
yrepared patients ini lé ) 


ot widely known I feel 


Every requisite for Surgical Cases, 
Accouchements, and Sick Room Use. 


roo NURSE” Clinical Thermometer, 


1/- EACH. Guaranteed Accurate. 





Speciz! Surgical Departments: Prepared selely by 


64, BAKER STREET, W.; LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT Co. Lrp., 


(Pioneers in the manufacture of concentrated beef foods, and 
, contractors to Hospitals, Infirmaries, Nursing Institutions, and 

128, EARL S$ COURT ROAD, British and Foreign Governments). 
S.W. ; Cattle Farms Standing Stock Cattle 


974, SEVEN SISTERS RD., exceed 1ap0000 ae us 
N. 


OXO, 4, Lloyd's Avenue, London, E.C, 
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LAS OY 


Cocoa 
for Breakfast 


breakfast drir 


to prepare, and most delicious 


1 and nourishment for you 


t ‘ 
ts oor 


PLASMON IS: Pl 


for ia 


ASK YOUR GROCER 
FOR 


PLASMON COCOA 
or CHOCOLATE. 


PLASMON OATS. 
PLASMON BISCUITS. 





iks ifs PLASMON COCOA. 


Above 


Three Minutes’ Walk North Aldersgate St. Station. 
PRICE LIST ,.220"'2? 722, sent POST FREE 
to N 
On receipt of Professional Card. Mention Nursine Times. 
ABSORBENT TISSUE 
(as Gamgee), superior quality. 
COTTON WOOLS, 


Absorbent, Loose, two qualities. 








urses 








Sheet, rolled, one quality. 


” 


Ke _ and tissued, two qualities 


GAMGEE TISSUE, 


Three qualities. 


LINTS, 


Four qualities. 
WATERPROOF SHEETINGS, 
Proofed one side, 36 in. 


Proofed both sides, 36 in. and 54 in. wide. 
Double texture, 36 in. and 72 in. wide. 





SAMPLES ON APPLICATION. 


MAY, ROBERTS «& CO., 


9 & Il, Clerkenwell Road, LONDON, E.C. 


TRAMCARS—EAST AND WEST—PASS THE DOOR, 














“SCOTT’S Emulsion a Tonic Food ” 





* Uniform Success ” 





“When similar preparations rejected ” 





** Dear Sirs, 


e SCOTT 





SOWNE, 


LTD., 10 


, Edinburgh, February 15th, 1907 


Very frequently during the last few years I have 


S Emulsion tn all kinds of wasting conditions with 


Ailadren it is particularly beneficial, and ts tolera 


- preparations are rejected. This was so tn 





tong time, and ww 


& course of this * Tontc 


food. 


ZT am, Yours, 


—, MB., CM. £ 


esiring to SCOTT'S EMULSIO> 


test 


+ Circus, London, E.C. 
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movement, 


WOMAN’S 


__ 


shal 


of impetus to the question, and Miss Eva 
-Booth is the exponent of this point of view. 
Pankhurst discusses the present position of 
and Miss Christabel Pankhurst 


erates the legal disabilities of women. The 


national movement is treated by Miss Palliser, 


women’s votes in the Colonies by Mrs. 
|. Mr. Keir Hardie’s contribution is ‘‘ Women 
Politics,’’ in which he says that Women’s 
age is again a leading question in practical 
‘s, but is not this time complicated by any 
ind for an extension of the franchise to men, 


a clear and distinct issue to be dealt with on 


Villiers writes 
writes a 
a stimu- 


wn merits. Mr. Brougham 
introduction, and Mr. Cholmeley 
ter on tactics which ought to have 
g effect on those who do propaganda works 


hort all the writers were well qualified to deal 


their particular text, and have done their 
in a spirit of justice and understanding. 
book should be welcomed by all who have 
ause at heart. 





WIDER WORLD 
GREAT many people do not understand 
what has happened in connection with the 
1en’s Social and Political Union, and what 
infortunate differences mean. It seems that 
of the original founders wished to alter the 
on the Union without 


titution and to carry 
‘interference ’’ from an elected council, 
others, including Mrs. Despard and Mrs 


ngton-Greig, desired to continue the original 


. to hold the Conference, and have a 
mittee duly elected by the various branches. 
former party have, therefore, taken the 


of ‘* National Women’s Social and Political 


m,’” and are working on practically inde- 
ent lines. Mrs. Despard’s party, who claim 
the original Union, held a long Conference 


Saturday, at which important resolutions 
passed by delegates representing all parts of 
land and Scotland. It was decided to have a 
onal Executive Committee of three officials 
twelve elected members, and the object of 
society is to remain unchanged: i.e., to 
re for women the parliamentary vote as it is 
ay be granted to men, and to work entirely 
pendent of all political parties, but in opposi- 
to whatever Government may be in power 
| such time as the franchise be granted. The 
es collected for the work, and at present at 
riginal office at 4 Clement’s Inn, will not be 
ly claimed, as it was wisely agreed that such 
could only damage women’s cause. 
‘e-sheet up to Septe .mber 10th will, however, 


manded. The question of taking a new name 
ferred to the various branches, and, finally, 
s passed with acclamation ‘‘ that all women 


nt at this Conference pledge themselves to 
with unabated vigour for those rights of 
ship which have been so lor g denied 


{ll information as to the work may be 
f Mrs. How-Martyn, 1 Marden Road, South 





and birth- 


In view of the declining marriage 
Education 


rate, a proposal made by the Board of 


is rather amusing. Troubled by the frequent 
change of teachers owing to marriage, they sug- 
will make grants to training col- 


gest that they 
leges for girl teachers, subject to their giving an 


undertaking not to marry for five years alter 
passing out. The Board will put female students 
on their honour regarding this regulation If 
they marry within the prescribed period further 
appointments will be barred to them should they 
desire later in life to resume te acl ing We ca 
not see any objection to teachers continuing to 


provided that neither their 





work after marriage 
home nor their outside duty suffer from neglect. 
i a 
LEGAL ANSWERS 
By a Barristrer-at-Law. 
{Readers desiring the advice of a barrister on any legal 
points will be answered in this journal free of charge, the 
n being that the coupon LEGAL, whi h will be 


on ly condittor 


found in the advertisement pages of the current number, 


be attached to each question.| 
N.B.—As we cannot guarantee the appearance of answers 


immediately, we have, at the wish of a correspon 
dents, arranged to send an answer by post on any urgent 
matter within three days of the receipt of the inquiry, pro- 
vided a postal order for 2s. 6d. be enclosed 

Sorety Perpitexep.—Your birth was never gistered, 
and you are anxious to be able to establish your legiti- 
macy, should your parents die intestate, and you wish to 
know how this can be done. 

First, if your parents were married before the date of 
your birth, the law presumes your legitimacy 

Secondly, the certificate of your baptism, taken from the 
register and certified to be correct by the minister, will be 
gocd evidence of the facts, which it is the duty of the 
officiating minister to record in the register. This cer- 
tificate would show who were your parents, and whether 
you were born in wedlock or not, but it would not be evi 
dence of the date and place of your birth, as these are 


facts which it is not the duty of the minister to record 
Thirdly, if you were never baptised or no record of 
your baptism exists, it is open to one or other or both of 
your parents (who seem to be alive) to make a sworn de- 
claration of your legitimacy. But if either or both refuse 
to do so, or if both are dead, you may, 
Fourthly, petition the Probate Division of the 


Court and obtain a decree declaring your legitimacy. 


High 


A Private Nurse.—lIn the event of its being held that 
a nurse in your position is fuifilling a contract of service, 
and is consequently entitled to compensation for accidents 
arising out of and in the course of such employment, there 
is no way in which you can protect your employer (the 
private patient) from this liability except by substituting 


some other employer. If, for example, you were unde 
an engagement of service with a nursing institute, the in 
stitute would be liable to compensate you, and not the 
private patient to whom your services are let for hire. 
The only way for you to avoid the difficulty you raise— 
that of losing work because of the liability incurred 
through engaging you—is either to undertake to pay the 
insurance premium in each case you nurse, or (to avoid 
the payment of several premiums in a year to enter into 
a contract with a nursing institute or committee to em- 
loy you on easy and elastic terms on conuition that you 
pay the annual insurance premium and occasionally, when 
convenient to you, that you ren ler the institute or com 
mittee some special service which will make it worth their 
while to assent to this arrangement. 
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You have received three months’ 
ination of your present employment, and 
you are advised, y you cannot apply for 





Nurse (Plymouth 
notice of the tei 


ju Say that 











another post until the three months have elapsed. This, 
olf course, 1 an apply at once for an engage 
ment, but th must not begin until the three 
mon have ‘ 
lf, however, you should obtain a good engagement upon 
the terms that you ist enter upon it belore your present 
engagement eases, you might be able t induce your pre 
St ‘ i you to leave; and if such permis 
ion were 1 d, whether unreasonably or not, it mig 
then be worth your while to consider whether it would be 
more advantageous to you to leave your present engage 
ment and g new one If you left your present 
enya ent a month before the right date you might ex 
pose yourself to an action for damages for breach of con 


tract, but the damages would be small or nothing if your 
present empi 


without in 


yer could obtain a substitute of equal skill 
expense. If the new 


irring inconvenience OF 








engagement were we paid, and for a considerable period, 
this yur would probably be the most advantageous to 
yourself. By giving your present employer the oppor 
tunity to excuse you the balance of your engagement, in 
order that you might take up a desirable post, you would 
be actir juarely and fairly, and any unreasonable with- 
holding of the permission would justify you proceeding in 
the manner | have indicated 


ELsir If the 
book, you 


story to which you refer is to form a 
gain evidence of copyright by register 
Hall until it is published. If it is to 


proprietor of the magazine 


annot 
ing at tationers 
appear in a magazine, the 


would probably enter the entire contents at Stationers 
Ha Copyright, however, exists without any formal 
step being taken, and is proved by methods common to 


proof of possession of other property It is only when 
you are taking action for infringement of copyright that 
it becomes necessary to a declaration of your right 
at Stat Hall, and you would have to produce in 
court the certificate of such entry 


enter 
oners 


DESDEMONA The lady to whom you refer engaged you 
to nurse her for a month from June 25th. This date was 
subsequently altered to June 23rd, and still later on the 
doctor expressed the opinion that you might be wanted 


even earlier, and, therefore, you arranged to leave the 


patient you were then nursing on June 18th, thereby losing 


one week of a four weeks’ engagement. Further, with the 
Knowledge of the lady who had engaged you tor the 23rd 
and now the 18th June, you retained the services of a 
skilled nurse who could attend her should the confinement 
occur before the 18th. Finally, the child was born on 
June 10t ind the only mmunication you have received 
from the lady is a postcard stating your services would 
not be required And though you applied to the lady, 
giving her the option of your services for a fortnight 
tron June 23rd, or the payment of a fortnight’s fee. the 
lady has never replied to this application. ~ 


\s it appears that vou were unable to obtain another 








enya ent for a month subsequent to June £ d hich 
seems to be the date vy finally fixed upon as that for 
mmence nt of the engagement—you are entitled to a 
nont fee and if the dv consented to your securing 
es 1 ed nurse for an earher date, vou 
wo ( ntit ed to re \ r any ul whi } Su h retainer 
‘ y If the lady rried 1e her husband in the 
County ( rt for the greed, plus the cost of your 
board and lodging for the period 
I hat tl written by the lady to you 
on Jur Stl isking Vy to be prepared to leave the en 
nt in which you then were on any day, was written 
subse nt to the reement to commence on June 23rd, 
and that 1 never agreed to do so 
Nurse H. thanl for tl egal advice given in this 
| n, | wting on ¥ h she re ved compensation up 
t Sl rn — 
Ne u idably held over 
S ir is falsehood to truth that a wise man 
: ; . “ee 
would do well not to trust himself too near the 
I rrow M lor Ci 








SOUTH-WESTERN POOR LAW CON. 
FERENCE 


fh meeting of the South-Western Poor Law Con. 
ference, which was held in Taunton last week, 18 
conspicuous for the ability of the papers read, and for the 
earnest and practical tone of the discussions. It as 
interesting to note that the subject which appeared 
dominantly to claim the attention of its members was 
midwifery and general nursing of the poor. 
GuaRDIANS AND District NURSING. 

In his presidential address, Sir Thomas Acland made 
an eloquent plea for substantial grants from Boards of 
Guardians to local district nursing associations. He 
scribed the great good done by the nurses and the boon it 
was to the ratepayers to have their outdoor poor efficien'|y 
cared for, and regretted that some Boards still objected 
to subscribe to these associations. ‘“‘Surely,’’ he ur: 
‘‘a more far-sighted policy would be to assist the cou 
nursing associations, and to encourage every parish to 
have its own branch,’’ and, moreover, these nur 
associations had an additional claim to support from the 
Guardians, in the fact that it was their great desire that 
all their nurses should be trained midwives. Sir Thomas 
pointed out how skilled nurse-midwives were even more 
needed in the country than in the town, as there access 
to a doctor was much more difficult, and, owing to that 
remoteness and other causes, the rural poor now too 
quently suffered from unskilled care, and in the long run 
added largely to the burden of relief upon the ratepay 
He showed that one’s aim should be, not to supplen 
the doctors, but to supply them with nurses whom they 
could trust, and thus enable them to feel that their own 
care and skill would not be wasted from want of kno 
ledge to carry out their directions; and, while a good 
nurse or midwife would always ensure a doctor's i 
being called in when needed, yet they would also prevent 
his being summoned here, there, and everywhere unne 
sarily Sir Thomas also touched on the possibility 
every county, or group of counties, having its own train 
home as the goal to work for, and suggested the pi 
bility of workhouse infirmaries being utilised for 
same purpose. Hearty support by thé Guardians, and 


co-operation and co-ordination by them with the existi 
nursing associations, might, he thought, go far towa 
developing a system much more complete than we |} 
yet seen established in any country. 

“ His experience as a Guardian and landlord, and |} 


close connection with district nursing work in three 


the counties represented at the Conference, naturally lent 


great weight to his advice, which was cordially supports 
by Mr. Preston Thomas, L.G.B. inspector 

WorkHovsE NURSING. 
The first paper was an admirable one by Mr. Thurst 


Peter, on ‘‘ Workhouse Administration,’’ and, though 1 


primarily concerned with nursing, Mr. Peter said ma! 
things that those connected with the nursing of wor 
house infirmaries will do well to lay to heart. W! 
acknowledging the great improvements that have tak 


place in them within recent years, he showed how the e\ 
of under-staffing and pauper nursing still linger 1 
nursing may be forbidden, but it still exists; if a nu 
leaves a ward and asks a pauper to keep an eye on 
patients while she is away, what is it but our old foe, 
iding as a lamb? Mr. Peter touched on t 
difficulty of obtaining good nurses for small workhous 
and the drafting of the sick from differer 
unions into one infirmary in each county as a possil 
solution. 


wolf, masquer 


suggested 


Tue Prositem or Rurat Mipwives. 

But the culminating interest, from a nurse’s point 
view, was reached by the exceptionally thoughtful ar 
paper on “The Difficulties of Rural Midwif 
in England, and how Similar Ones are Met in Ot! 
Countries,” read by Miss E. L. C. Eden. ’ 

Miss Eden started by setting forth the impasse wh 
would result in 1910, when the whole of the Midwives A 


suggestive 
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into force, unless some provision for the supply of 
es is made before that time, especially in districts 
there is no resident medical practitioner. She 
trated by various statistics the need of the Act, 
danger that resulted to the community from the 
d midwife. To many of her audience it probably 
as a surprise to learn that annually 4,000 women 
sland and Wales die in childbed, and that half the 
f blindness in these countries arise from neglect at 
and, as she well said, the extent of the evil cannot 
ged by the visible results at the time of birth; in 
erable cases pain and disease in the mother, and 
ty and feebleness in the child, develop from want 
lled care at the time of the confinement and the 
unt after-days. ‘*‘The trained midwife possesses an 
ional influence that can hardly be over-estimated, 
these days when public spirited associations are 
up on all hands to combat infant mortality, her 
one of great importance to the State.’”’ Having 
how necessary it was that every lying-in woman 
be able to obtain the services of a competent 
and that, even were the medical profession able 
ply their place, it would be impossible for a great 
of the poor to pay their fee without recourse 
Poor Law—thus taking the first step on the down 
th of dependence, Miss Eden urged the necessity 
ie organised effort to establish trained midwives 
guarantee them suitable remuneration; and she 
ed in detail the systems adopted in Switzerland 
eland. In the canton of Berne, for instance, the 
es are given one year’s free training by the Can- 
Government, and then generally settle down where 
ce as independent practitioners; often they are 
1 women or have some suitable secondary occupa- 
Che parish pays them for destitute cases, and has 
to make partial help in needy ones, if circumstances 
such assistance advisable, and in some sub 
her. Most European nations have found it neces- 
» adopt a more or less similar system, and to sub- 
their midwives from public funds. In Ireland the 
Government Board has a somewhat analogous 
ment. Over 600 midwives are employed by Irish 
of Guardians, but have paid for their own train 
One or more is attached to each dispensary district 
vision of Union). They are under the Poor Law 
officer, but are allowed to engage in private 
e, and to have other occupations in so far as these 
interfere with their parish work. Unfortunately, 
the present, the English Local Government Board 
not sanction the employment of out-midwives by 
of Guardians. 
not advocating that any cf the 
ed should be transplanted ready-made into English 
Miss Eden pointed out that “‘they show that it is 
le, and may indeed be necessary, to have some 
organised and backed by a public body, and not 
tirely to chance, and that the Swiss system—and 
ertain extent the Irish—while securing competent 
the case and guaranteeing the midwife a salary, 
her still exposed to the beneficent influences of 
ompetition and criticism, and that also they show 
the provision of this inexpensive midwifery 
e, families are assisted in the preservation of 
lependence.”’ The question for us to consider is 
in these objects be attained in England? and in 
len’s opinion this can only be either 
the efficient State support of existing voluntary 
ry, or 


cases 


systems she 


reform in the administration of medical 
) the poor. 

the latter head, the transference of medical relief 

Poor Law to the Sanitary Authority was con 
or the administration of the Poor Law by County 

and it was urged that County Councils should 
powers to spend money on the training of mid 
it of their general funds. 

the first head, which is practically the develop- 
nd utilisation of existing machinery, Miss Eden 
for suitable grants from Boards of Guardians to 
associations that supply midwives to the poor, 
multiplication of district nurse midwives in rural 

voluntary effort, backed by public funds. 

nated discussion followed, several speakers advo 


some 





cating State training and State subsidising of midwives, 
but finally the following resolution was carried 

‘*That as the district nurse midwife presents, for the 
time being, the best solution for the provision of mid- 
wives in rural places, Boards of Guardians should be 
advised to make liberal grants to recognised local district 
nursing associations, and that where any difficulty occurs 
as to the attendance of a medical man when called in by 
a midwife, Guardians should make arrangements for 
paying his fee in cases where the patient is unable to do 
so, as suggested in the circular from the L.G.B., July 
29th, 190/; and that County Councils should be em 
powered to vote other than higher education monies for 
the training of midwives.” 

The paper was one of great interest to all concerned 
with nursing work, and we commend it to our readers 
The full report of the proceedings at the Conference, and 
the papers read at it, will be published in book form by 
Messrs. King and Son, 4 Great Smith Street, Westminster 
S.W., price ls. 





THE ROMANCE OF MISSION 
WORK 


T a missionary meeting for nurses, given in the 

Mildmay Hall, at the back of the London Hospital, 
on Friday morning last week, Dr. Cook gave a vivid and 
dramatic sketch of the vicissitudes the Mengo Hospital 
has endured from its inauguration eleven years ago until 
the present time? No better narrator could have been 
found, since Dr. Cook and his wife, who was a Guy’s 
nurse, were the first trained medical missionaries to arrive 
in this wild and (then) savage part of Uganda. 

Dr. Cook plunged into his subject by giving a brief de 
scription of the journey as it would be done now. “If 
you will come with me, we will take the train from 
Cannon Street and on to Marseilles, from there in an East 
Coast boat on to Mombasa, which will take three and a 
half weeks. Then on by a train, which, although uncertain 
in its movements, should only take two and a half days 
(travelling night and day) to arrive on the shores of a 
great lake. Here we re-embark into a modern 700-ton 
steamer, fitted up most luxuriously, and go on for another 
day and a half, finally to disembark into a quaint con- 
trivance called a rickshaw. In this one travels some six 
or seven hours before being deposited at Mengo.” 

Mengo itself is one of those beautiful spots well known 
to the African traveller, lying in a forest of banana plan 
tations, and consists of a cluster of hills, the summits of 
which are about 320ft. above swamp level, thus making 
a healthy environment. The hill upon which the hospital 
is built bears most appropriately the name of ‘ Peace 
Hill,” which name it had long before it came into the 
possession of the mission. The appearance of the hos- 
pital is very smart and up-to-date, and the wards are 
most picturesque with blue distempered walls, scarlet 
blankets, and Lawson Tait beds. The nursing staff con- 
sists of four English nurses and native assistants 

Here Dr. Cook, in describing the immense difficulties 
met by his wife in teaching native ‘‘boys’’ to nurse, told 
an amusing anecdote of how he found a assistant 
busily engaged in cleaning ‘‘ sacred theatre instruments” 
by ‘‘ spitting upon them and rubbing them up on a dirty 
old bit of rag,” whilst even the most enlightened ob 
jected strongly to donning clean white linen overalls for 
theatre work, since ‘‘ surely our oldest, dirtiest garments 
would be better covered with that nasty, dirty blood.” 

It seems’ that good theatre work is done, since in one 
year there were 600 operations, many of them major 
ones, but it is a little startling to learn that equally good 
results were obtained in the first rough theatre which, in 
lieu of the present cement floor, was merely paved with 
cow-dung, native fashion! The confinement work, 
is excellent, some 200 cases having been seen in one year, 
and more than one cwsarian section was done successfully 
The 1,700 in-patients during 1906 comprised every sort 
of race, tribe, and religion. 

Having roughly sketched the hospital as it stands to 
day, Dr. Cook went on to compare the present with the 
past, and among other interest ng details gave a thrilling 
account of the greit fire, wk'th seemed at the time as 


senior 


too, 
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though it wi uld put an end to the work altogether, but NURSES’ MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

which through God's good guidance resulted in 120 beds 

being eatablished -in place of the seventy burnt To illus- ¢ | ee valedictory meetings to take leave of 

trate the absolute ignorance of the native as to the rela nurses proceeding to the foreign field. k 

tive value of appliances used, Dr. Cook told how, in rush nurse present at the meeting must have felt a thrill 

ing to the fire from his hut, he and his brother were in she realised what the announcement meant, coupled 

tensely an used, even at that tragic moment, to find the the simpie statement made by Dr. Cook concerning 
making frantic efforts to save beds and bed ew hospital at Mengo, in Uganda, ‘“‘We have no 

s worth at most 2s. to 2s. 6d.. while hundreds of sds and only four nurses! ”’ 
pounds worth of valuable instruments were being . rhis is after eleven years’ strenuous work amid 
stroyed by the fire, and one boy, intent on being helpful, ships and difficulties undreamt of in England. 

the burning theatre and, seizing an ‘‘ aseptic the home-trained nurse’s imagination staggers at 
which by dint of infinite pains and trouble had picture of an English hospital of 240 beds mann 
up-country,” gaily flung it to the ground eight nurses! Yet, were such a situation possibl 
mall pieces would be an easier task among people whose languag 

the Hill » stands Burroughs trend of thought were similar to our own. But a 
dispensary, named because it was natives who speak as many dialects as there are t: 

n by that well-known firt Krom any ¢ it in India or Africa, this one difficulty alone 

morning n be seen crowds of men and stupendous thing to overcome i 

who, wh the doors were ope ned trooped Lhis, then, was the three-fold object of the Missi 
one side, the women on the other New League meeting held in the University Hall, Gi 
ter the preliminary prayer Square, on Tuesday last week, from 2.30 until 9. Ty 

prescribing, dressing, and di God-speed to the eight nurses who were going to | 

” nd China, to listen to absorbingly interesting pra 

yund a simple matter, and to dis details of work done by speakers who all had sp« 

; seems that, without a thorough large share of their lives in missionary enterprise, 

» of dialects and possibilities of a hitherto ’ aving bodily health for ever on this shri 
unimagined ignorance concerning the most elementary fol- self-sacrifice, and to awaken interest in the mind 
lowing «ut of treatment, the harassed nurse and doctor | those at home for future work. In listening t 
may find themselves confronted by such difficulties as how xccounts of the workers from India, Africa, China, 
to undo the mischief caused by a wholesale swallowing Japan, it seemed almost impossible to differentiat« 

of not only all the pills, but the paper they were tween the enormous need for help in each direction 
wrapped up in! And no small part of treatment con Judging from Mr. Garfield en however, t 
sists in trying to undo the harm caused by native inter seems peculiar stress in China and Japan from the 
ference and gross ignorance. Children with measles, after of their quickening Western civilisation, which is alré 
having been burnt with hot irons, are allowed to lie in inducing a certain independent self-government, broc 
the pouring rain! no interference from either Church or State of « 

‘‘ Pneumonias sit outside their doors in a gale of wind, countries, and may in the next twenty years close 
and may count themselves lucky if buckets of cold water sionary doors that now stand open. A hint of the s 
are not poured over them to rid them of the fever.’ thing, suggested Mr. Williams, ‘‘is shown in the ri 

No native with fever, or any other illness, is ever fed, discontent among Indian students.’’ It is indeed a sti 
and. in nine cases out of ten they are dragged into the lation to Christian endeavour, for, as was suggested 
veldt and left to die Miss Kinnaird, ‘‘medical missionary work is, ‘God 

Not the least interesting branches of the nursing work love,’ written up for all to see.”” Here sounded the 1 
described by Dr. Cook were the itinerant tours, which of warning to all nurses so constantly reiterated in 
take one back in imagination to the first missionary days meetings as these. ‘It is not enough that you shal! 

d. For here Dr. Cook and his wife used to set out perfectly trained nurses, necessary though the best tr 
on long journeys, equipped with some forty or fifty ing is,’ for by no mere theology, nor perfect system, 
porters, and making a détour of hundreds of miles to utilitarian effort can % great wrongs and crueltie 
visit the kraals At each, upon their arrival, word was heathendom be checked, but only by the living God H 
sent to the chief, and all the sick and maimed in the self, working out His own great purposes through His 
kraal were laid on the ground before the doctor, and he, own children, who, having come into their kingdom, 
with his wife’s assistance, operated, prescribed, and impelled by love and the force of the Christ within tl 
dressed therr wounds as best he could. Some of the to hold out hands of rescue to these ‘‘little ones” in tl 
tribes visited in this way were so fierce and savage that hour of need. 
they came out armed with spears and assegais, and but Lack of space forbids a detailed account of all 
for the presence of a white woman terrible things might speeches, deeply interesting though each one was. 
have happened. But invariably, when the object of the The meeting began at 2.30 by a social reception, 
journey was understood, the most lively gratitude was among well-known friends were to be seen Miss Mi 
evinced, and the Gospel of Christ the Healer taught by secretary of the N.M.W., and Miss Richardson, M 
both oral and practical means. Nor are the heathen Fairfield being chairman at the evening meeting and M 
people as dead to heroi impulse as might be ee rht. A Morris Craig in the afternoon. 
beautiful instance was given of a _ nativ woman, Mrs. Albert Cook,. formerly Miss Timpson, of G 

having arrived at the second standard at a C.M.S. Hospital, was to have inaugurated the proceedings | 
College, got to hear that on a certain island hundreds of speech on ‘‘The opportunities of a Christian nurse 
her brethren were dying of sleeping-sickness. Although heathen land,’’ but, owing to her indisposition, her 
warned that to go there meant certain death sooner or was most ably filled by Dr. Cook, her husband, who g 
later, co she would, because ‘‘ the Lord Jesus has loved 1 most dramatic and eloquent account of their comb 
me and died for me; I must go and tell them all about work at Mengo, in Uganda, for the last eleven y: 
Him.” So she went, and in six months came back to The account of the journey from the coast up to Ugar 
Mengo Hospital to die herself from sleeping-sickness ; reads more like a Stanley expedition than a mission 
full of bright faith and courage, and ins spired by such enterprise, so many were the hairbreadth escapes 
love and service that ‘‘she was indeed a lesson to us all, adventures overcome in the transit. These adventur 
and died as she had lived, in her aed and Master.” | times are now, however, a thing of the past. The jow 
Althoug h Dr. Cook spoke feelingly and eloquently of the that then took 34 months to do is now accomplished 
glory of such work as this, and sorrowfully of the fact 34 days, and, like most pioneers, Dr. Cook rather 
that with thousands of trained nurses in Great Britain, eretted that this was the case, on the reasonable grou! 
only some fifty-six were in the mission field, his wife, in that the slow progress among the natives induced a 
a short, glowing speech, remarked, ‘‘ My husband has not more intimate knowledge of their needs, and 
told vot lf enough about the joy and glory of a mission facilities for acquaintanceship on both sides M 
nurse’s work, the tremendous need, the exquisite sense of Muriel Saunders, C.M.S., trained at Mildmay, and 
satisfaction in bringing all one’s skill and training into ceeding to the Punjab, and Miss Lydia Fox, tra 
these dark places of the world.” ut the Temperance Hospital, proceeding to Seoni, Ir 




















rOBER 19, 1907. THE NURSING TIM ES 925 





MA W°’s 
BAGS for MIDWIVES and NURSES. 


The “YORK ROAD” BAG. Complete, 53/6; Empty, 24/- 
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ICILMA WATER is especially useful for abrasions, contusions, simple hemorrhage, irritations of 
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the skin softer, and combats all irritations more effectively than any other soap. 
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ICILMA CO., LTD. (Dept. 61), 142, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C. 


Tel. : 2899 
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GUARANTEE Company, Limitep, Act, 1890,” Risks Nos. 5 and 6. when they are not incompatible with the special condi 


possession of this Coupon-Insurance-Ticket is admitted to be the payment of a premium under Sec. 33 of the 
A Print of the Act can be seen at the Principal Office of the Corporation, 


Day of pulication, siQn ~ 
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oke a few words expressing their joy and gladness 
ing been called to so great a work. The matron 
lemperance Hospital was there to give her own 
send-off, and spoke of the good work done by 
the hospital. 
afternoon meeting closed with an address by the 
Bolton, lately returned from Shanghai. In the 
Dr. Cook again spoke in place of his wife on the 
ition of a Native Nurse,” and sketched most 
gly the peculiar difficulties in instilling aseptic 
into native minds, whether male or female. By 
determined effort, however, the native women are 
nade very useful under diligent supervision. Can- 
in all instances seem to have been drawn into the 
by gratitude for previous successful treatment given. 
Mabel Wade, trained at Great Northern Central 
tal, proceeding to Dohnavur, India, and Miss Edith 
es, trained at King’s College, proceeding to Sa- 
China, both spoke as sailing members at the 
meeting. Miss Ada Griffiths, trained at the 
n’'s Hospital, Soho Square, and proceeding to Fuh- 
S. China, was unable to be present owing to 
Words of remembrance from Miss _ Isabel 
m, trained at St. Bartholomew’s, and proceeding 
ra Ghazi Khan, and Miss Aikman, trained at the 
Infirmary, Edinburgh, and on her way to China, 
ead, both these ladies having sailed previous to the 


1 
Vv 


es were given of various forthcoming ** At Homes 
pital nurses, of which particulars may be obtained 
Miss Richardson, Sloane Gardens House, 52 Lower 
Street, S.W. All nurses are cordially invited. 
eeting concluded with prayer and hymns. Owing 
to the bad weather, the hall was not very well 
ifternoon or evening. If nurses realised quite how 
and interesting these missionary meetings are, 
ould doubtless attend in greater numbers. Nothing 
more develop and broaden nursing interests than 
iccounts of work done all over the world. 





2.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 
Wales : 
ira Brown to Shrewsbury; Miss Mary M. Dorman 


fers and Appointments.—England and 
ll; Miss Edith M. Eastty to Woolwich; Miss 
C. D. Lamb to Alfreton; Miss Annie Milne to 
Miss Jessie Prestidge to Cowley; Miss Selina 
to Gloucester (temp.). The following Associations 
tliliated to the institute :—Kent County Nursing 
tion; Honley, Yorks; Cowley, Oxon.; Eton 

Hackney Wick; Olton, Warwickshire; Barkstone 
olnshire County Nursing Association; Lincoln City 
olnshire County Nursing Association; Tean to 
ishire County Nursing Association. Jrish Branch: 
co. Meath; Newtownbreda, co. Down. 


NURSES’ PENSION FUND 
EETING was held at the Nurses’ Lodge at 
osseum Terrace, on Tuesday night, to listen to 
re by Mr. Dick on the R.N. Pension Fund for 
At the commencement of his address, the lecturer 
1 that it was not often he had the pleasure of 
ng nurses who were independent women, and who, 
finished their training and earning their liveli- 
re in a better position to appreciate the need of 

for sickness and old age than the probationer, 
ht have difficulty in realising the necessity. 
nning over the main features of the fund, which 
well known to need recapitulation, Mr. Dick 
to mention the new factor of the Compensation 

come into force. This, it appears, will have 
no effect on the fund, since it only provides at 
a limited period, and, moreover, needs testing 
its working possibilities. Meanwhile, equally 
vyers who have discussed the matter with Mr. 
held diametrically opposed views as to its 
ind therefore the time has not yet come to con- 
very seriously. 
regard to the obvious advantages of a sick fund, 
es on for almost any period, providing the policy- 
e incapacitated for work, the case was quoted of 
nurse, who, through an act of unselfishness, 





became ijl, and has been an invalid for seventeen years, 
and by receiving 10s. a week during that period has been 
enabled to live in the St. Helena Home for Ladies at 
Reading ever since. So little has the Compensation Act 
affected the fund that there has been an increase of 60 per 
cent, of members joining this year. 

Great credit is due to Miss Hulme for promoting these 
social gatherings, where nurses may meet and discuss in 
a friendly way questions of interest, and providing re 
freshments at the conclusion of the meeting. It is hoped 
that others may be arranged shortly. 





NEWS ITEMS 


Tue private nursing institute at St. George’s Hospital 
has just been started. 


Tue chairman of the Paddington Guardians has written 
to the saying that the amount proposed to be 
spent on the new Nurses’ Home is £8,000, not £30,000. 


Press 


Tue Lady Mayoress, in opening a sale in aid of the 
Bradford and District N.A., highly of the 
nurses’ work. In appealing for financial support she re 
marked that if they could have 600 motor-cars registered 
in the city they surely could afford to maintain an extra 


nurse. 


spoke most 


A GENEROUS offer of a house rent free for twelve months, 
which is in all respects very suitable for the needs of the 
new Training Home for Nurses, was received at the 
recent annual meeting of the Three Towns Nursing Asso 
ciation. The four resident nurses will live in this house 
and there will still be plenty of room for some half-a-dozen 
pupils and the necessary domestic staff. 

A series of missionary meetings are to be given by the 
C.M.8. on every Tuesday morning in November, from 
10.30 to 11.30, at 67 Guilford Street, W.C. The meetings 
are for night nurses in particular, but all nurses will be 
heartily welcomed. Mrs. the two 
first meetings on her experiences as a nurse at Mengo, in 
Uganda. 


Cook is to speak at 


WE regret to learn that a letter asking that the nurse 
attached to the Anglesey Nursing Association might be 
allowed to attend the local elementary school once a 
week, to render assistance in minor ailments, and to 
give advice, has been put on one side, pending further 
discussion next February! As the writer observed, a 
doctor’s certificate not so easily obtained in the 
country, and many children are sent to school when quite 
unfit, a state of things which might be ameliorated, if not 
obviated, by the weekly visit of the nurse. 


1s 


Tue Wyndcliffe at Weston-super-Mare is a house com 
bining all the requirements of a nursing home in a most 
desirable locality. Under the superintendence of the 
matron the patients receive every possible care and atten 
tion, and special terms are allowed to patients residing all 
or part of the year at the home. There is a staff of fully 
trained nurses attached to the home, who available 
for outside work at the usual fees. A steriliser and all 
appliances for an operation can be sent out with a nurse 
if desired, at a charge of 10s. 6d. per day. 


are 


Ox Monday afternoon the Duchess of Marlborough 
motored down to the West Ham and East London Hos 
pital (of which she is a patroness), and distributed gold 
medals and prizes, awarded by her Grace, to the nursing 
staff. The presentation made in the Westminste 
Ward (where all tue patients who could be moved had 
been carried), in the presence of the doctors and nursing 
staff, and many late in-patients, who were present by 
express invitation. Nurse Adeock took the Medal for 
1906, and Nurse Kerr the prize (a handsome 
edition of Quain’s Dictionary Medicine); for 1907 
Nurse Wilson won the Medal, and Nurse Davenport 
second prize. The patients and nurses were entertained 
to tea by her Grace, and a concert was subsequently held 


was 


second 
of 
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Dr BERESFORD KINGSFORD recently 
interesting lecture at the Polytechnic, 
and res Very cleverly a simile 
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no fully-trained 


spital, nursing appliances 


n name. 
She : once 
ards I 


set to work to remedy this, 
casualty 


rave been almost 
and waiting-ré 


1e 


oms have been built; 
n-room has been reconstructed, thoroughly m 
and re-furnished. Miss Wilkinson 
on behalf of her nurses, and 
rooms for the staff were built. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that commi 
very loth to part with their energetic matron 
have, however, shown their appreciation of her 

1 very acceptable manner, and Miss Wilkinson was 
the recipient of a canteen of silver, a silver 1 

mustard-pot, muffineers, pair of candlesticks, and 

in token of their esteem. She also received f1 
past and present nurses a pair of pearl and gol 


f 


also bestirré 
s a new bedroom a1 


the 


retiring from the infirmary Miss Wilkinson 
sight of in the nursing world, for she is 
nursing and convalescent home in 


lost 


Bournemot 





RESIGNATIONS 
Mippiesex HOosprta. 
surgical, has resigned, 
Sister 


Sister Pullman, theat 
and is establishing a privat 
North has also resigned. 
MertHyr ‘Typri 
Harvey, superintenden 
St. THoMAs’s 
nurse 


UNION 
nurse, 
Miss 


INFIRMARY.— Miss 


UNION . Palmer, 


tendent 


DEATH 
of the death of Nurse 
Miss Bell, though latterly eng 
Ww rvice in Africa 


We regret to Ik 
Edinburgh. 


nursing, 


arn Je 
sa s South dui 


ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 
E. M I do not think that any good co ] 
take maternity nurses unless they have had a 
three years’ training. 


M 





COMING 
Ocroper 247TH. 
Ocroper 30TH. 


EVENTS 
C.M.B. examination. 


Examination for the R.B.N.A. di; 
NoveMBER 4TH.—Medico-Psychological Associati 


amination. 





A RETROSPECT 
Miss Wilkinson’s resignation 
West Herts Infirmary 
interesting to 
een brought 
cinson 1 


of the matron- 
at Hemel Hemp- 
consider some of the changes 
I under her guidance. 

at the Royal Infirmary, 
the Clayton Hospital, Wakefield, 
f the Royal Infirmary, Derby 


the 


about 


is trained 
Aberdeen, 
and after 


She v 





All Editorial communications to be 


addressed to The Editor, “The 
Nursing Times,” 


Messrs. MACMILLAN & CO., Ltd., 
St. Martin’s Street, 





West Herts Infirmary in 1892, 





London, W.-C. | 
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COMMENTS OF THE WEEK 


THe Mipwives Act. 


~* HE remarks of a contemporary on the re- 
‘| cent correspondence in the Times with 
ird to the shortage of trained midwives, show 
ymmewhat remarkable want of recollection of 
past history of the Act. The conditions 
deplored, it is said, were ‘“‘by no 
ins anticipated by the promoters of the Act, 
i the general trend of the paragraph is to the 
‘t that the aforesaid promoters are now con- 
ited with troubles of their own creation. The 
th is, that it is the hardest thing in the world, 
any matter whatever, to get the average man 
voman to look ahead and face problems of the 
ire before they become pressing. Warnings 
been constantly given on this particular 
l, but they have been largely unheeded. Now 
the time has almost arrived when the 
erto distant and shadowy difficulties are 
ost upon us, it is easy to cavil at the ‘* prac- 
| disadvantages ’’ resulting from the ‘‘ good 
ntions of those who promoted the Act,’’ but 
wholly incorrect to assert that these difficul- 
were not anticipated. The Association for 
moting the Training and Supply of Midwives, 
many other societies, and individuals, have 
working to meet these very problems for 
s past. It is the apathy of the public, not 
lack of prevision of the promoters of the Act 
t should be blamed in this instance. 





[ue accompanying picture shows the triplets born to a 
nt of the Royal Maternity Charity, all of whom are 
well. The two first were vertex presentations and 
ther a breech. They weighed respectively 3lb. 40z., 
l3oz., and 5lb. 30z. The woman was confined on 
mber 4th, the first child being born at 11.30 a.m., 
The three 

te placentie were not delivered till after the birth of 


ird child. 
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IFERY 


CENTRAL 
rT HE 


MIDWIVES BOARD 

Board met for the first time 
October 10th, when all the 
correspondence included a 


Central Midwives 
i since the holidays on 
members were present. The 
letter from the secretary to the Local Government Board, 
transmitting a copy ot the circular letter addressed by 
that Board to boards of Guardians in England and 
Wales with reference to the rules of the Central Mid 
wives Board, and various questions affecting the adminis 
tration of the Poor Law in connection therewith. (This 
circular has been previously noticed in this column rhe 
Board passed i resolution welcoming the issue ol the 
letter, and expressing the opinion that the enforcement o1 
its recommendations would be of great value. 


Tue Report of the Standing Committee was received 
and considered. Amongst the dealt with was 
a letter from the Under Secretary of State for the Home 
Department with reference to a request of the Board that 
the convictions of all certified midwives in police courts 
should be reported directly to the Board, asking whethe 
and in what manner the existing system of report by 
Local Supervising Authorities under Section 8 (4) of the 
Midwives Act had tailed. The Board approved the re 
ommendation of the Committee that the Home Secretary 


matters 


be informed that “there are Local Supervising Authorities 
who fail to discharge their duties under the Midwives 


Tue hon. secretary of the Australasian Trained Nurses’ 
\ssociation wrote asking if it could be arranged for 
nurses registered by the Association in Australia to be 
enabled to practise as midwives in Great Britain without 
vassing the Board’s examination. The Board regretted 
that they had no power to comply with the suggestion. 


A tetrer from the clerk to the Somerset County Council, 
inquiring as to the conditions under which the Local 
Supervising Authorities’ power of suspension arises was 
replied to at some length as follows 

(1) (a) There need not be a visible focus of infection 
before the power of the Local Supervising Authority to 
suspend arises. 

4) There must be reasonable g 
infection in a particular area. 

The question of what are reasonable grounds is a matter 
for the decision of the Local Supervising Authority in 
each case. 

A contravention of any of the rules laid down by the 
Poard for the purpose of preventing the spread of infec- 
tion (Rule F) would afford reasonable grounds 


rounds for apprehending 
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following are the rules laid down for the pur- | to a remark as to the variation in the percentages, whic! 
venting the spread of infection :— were sometimes as high as 24, and at others as low 
1-5, 7-11, 14, 16, 19. 17, the chairman said this was the universal experie: 
thstanding that the L.S.A. alone has the power | in examinations. It was not accounted for by the qu 
that only for the purpose of pre- | tions being harder at one time than another. 
of infection, there are no means of 
an order of suspension except by a report to a 
} Midwives Board, whose venal course would —— y - 
ke the offender off the Roll Pf Midwives. MIDWIFE ERY NEWS 


Une 








wn Clerk and the Inspector of Midwives of We understand that Miss Alice Gregory has been 

Bradford wrote asking if the terms of the rules requiring | pointed to succeed Miss Alexander as a co-opted men 
to describe themselves as ‘‘certified midwife,’ | of the Midwives’ Act Committee of the London Count) 

10ut addition of the letters C.M.B., &c., could Council. The L.C.C. is to be congratulated on its sel 

be modified on behalf of various women whose door | tion of Miss Gregory, whose keen interest in all t 

es had been thus inscribed, and who would be put | concerns the work of midwives, and her practical 

to expense in order to remove the letters complained of. | quaintance with it, marks her out as specially suita 

It appeared that medical practitioners in Bradford had | for appointment in this capacity. Miss Gregory, as 

complained of the use of these initials by several mid- | readers probably know, is a daughter of the Dean 

ve I was returned that the Board could St. Paul's. She is a certified midwife, and her wor 

dispense with the enforcement of the rule. connection with the Home for Mothers and Babies 

Woolwich, of which she is the founder, is well known 
tary of the North of England Union of In ‘ 
: eties, and Agencies x the Blind wrote SraTIsTICs were quoted at the recent annual meeting 
he Board to amend Rule E, 14 (‘‘As soon as the the Staffs N.A., which show that there are some 
head is born, and if possible before the eyes are registered midwives practising, in the county, of wi 
eyelids should be carefully cleansed ’’), by 400 are unregistered. The County Association is hard 
nm of ‘‘shall for “should.” The Board work trying to remedy this evil by training womer 
sestion for consideration on the next revision midwifery, and the County Council has recognised tl 
efforts by making a very substantial monetary grant 
this purpose; this, however, is not sufficient to cover 
of a number of midwives for the re cost involved, and the committee are therefore makir 

mes from the roll for various reasons strenuous appeal for funds. 


Edmonton Union Infirmary was ap ; _— 
The following were approved Tue analysis of the passes at the recent C.M 
Batley, M.R.C.S.. L.R.C.P.: examination keep up the averages of the various sch 
M.B.. B.S.: J. T. Hewetson, We note, however, that the City of London Lying-in 
Young, M.D. The following Hospital passed the whole of their seven pupils, as 
ves were approved for purpose of signing did the London Hospital, and that one of the pri 
ind IV ill recommended bv their Local teachers has the excellent total of ten passed out of 
Supervising Authorities Elizabeth Gilroy, Lavinia Nash, pupils. 
Ruth Melinda Broughton, Ada Colbeck, Harriet Rebecca ~ . 
Foreman, Helena Freer, Sarah Annie Melling, Ann Regan, Dr. Epcar Taunton, medical officer at the Whitech 
Martha Alice Mary Wellicome Poor Law Infirmary, has been made lecturer in midwif 
to instruct candidates for the C.M.B. examinations 


ugust examination was given by the An interesting paper on rural midwives was read 
3 candidates presenting themselves, the Poor Law Conference, and will be found reported 


\ t of 
) passed, the percentage of failures being 17°7. In reply page 920. 


ne report of the A 
‘er A 








LIST OF CLASSES IN HYGIENE FOR MIDWIVES. 


WEEK COMMENCING THE 7TH OcToRER, 1907 Eacu Course consists or Twenty Lecturt 
EVENIN« 


Dr. A. B. Calder. 
Dr. C. St. Aubyn Farré 
Dr. F. E. T. Evans. 
Dr. A. B. Calder. 
Dr. C, J. N. Longridge 
Dr. M. E. Rocke. 
Dr. M. E. Rocke. 
Dr A. B. Calder. 
Dr. D. Sommerville. 
Dr. A. C. Sutherland 
Dr. C. St. Aubyn Farre 
Dr. V. E. M. Bennett. 
Dr. C. St. Aubyn Farr: 
Dr. D. Sommerville. 
Dr. M. E. Rocke. 
Dr. A. B. Calder. 

sy Road, Catford : Thursday Dr. F. E. Taylor. 
vl Street, Kentish Town Wednesday Dr. M. E. Rocke 

1 of Pharmacy. 5, Westhourne Park Road Wednesday : 5 Dr. C. St. Aubyn Farr 
voting Graveney, Lower Tooting 5 Wednesday 7.8 9.; Dr. A. C. Sutherland. 
hall Street, Lambeth Monday 7 { Dr. A. B. Calder. 

Becklow Road, Shepherd’s Bush Monday Dr. M. E. Rocke. 

te Lion Street, Pentonville Tuesday ( Dr. C. St. Aubyn Farre 


Road, Blackstock Road, Finsbury Park Tuesday 
treet, Stepney Friday 
n Street, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road Tuesday 
reet, Maida Vale Thursday 
New Cross Tuesday 
et, Salmon Lane, Limehouse - Tuesday 
Road, Upper Holloway Friday 
ga Street, Bridge Road, Battersea Friday 
xhill Plumstead Common Road s Wednesday 
Road, East Greenwich Thursday 
r Grove East, Old Brompton Road - Monday 
ireen, East Dulwich od Saturday 
ulham oes Wednesday 
, Wandsworth Common Tuesday ; 
ink,” Erasmus Street, Westminster , Saturday 
ad, Brixton a Wednesday 
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